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A selection of books especially selected for children in Year 8 (12 - 13 year
olds) of average reading ability for the 2021/22 academic year.
If your child is a competent reader or has read all these titles then try the books from the Year 9 list.
Alternatively if these books are a little challenging try books from the Year 7 list. Our overall mission
is to promote reading for pleasure with quality texts that are perfectly pitched for the age group and
the curriculum. We have particularly avoided blockbusters, classic or set texts, known to everyone,
so that we can include poetry, stunning information texts and inspirational books in which all
children and young people can find themselves reflected.

   Cane Warriors

Author: Alex Wheatle Format: Paperback  Release Date: 07/10/2021 
Year Groups: Key Stage 3

Longlisted for the UKLA Book Award 2022 ages 11-14 |
Shortlisted for the YA Book Prize 2021 | Shortlisted for the Iris
Award | Longlisted for the YA Jhalak Prize | Longlisted for the YA
Diverse Book Award Written with luminous, crackling style, Cane
Warriors is an unforgettable account of Jamaican and British history that
must be known, with an unforgettable narrator at its heart. In the words
of fourteen-year-old Moa, “the hope of our dreamland churned in my
belly,” a powerful statement that pulses through this extraordinary story
of Tacky’s War.   Based on a revolutionary real-life 1760 Jamaican slave
rebellion, a visceral sense of the atrocities Moa and his fellow field
slaves are subjected to is evoked from the start. Their bodies are lashed
and “roasted by a brutal sun”, Moa hasn’t seen his house-slave mama
for three years, his papa lost an arm in mill machinery, and his friend
Hamaya fears the day predatory white men will “come for me.”  
Spurred by the death of Miss Pam who “drop inna da field and lose her
life”, and led by Miss Pam’s brother Tacky, who “trod like a king” and
whose brain “work quick like Anancy”, the uprising hinges on the
freedom fighters killing the plantation master. While Moa is glad to be
given a pivotal role in the rebellion, he fears that success and escape
will mean he’ll never see his parents or Hamaya again - his conflict is
palpable, but he’s set on being a cane warrior. Outside the plantation,
Moa’s world is immediately transformed, with his life as a freedom
fighter evoked in fine detail (I loved the depiction of him tasting creamy,
fleshy sweetsop for the first time). There are bloody battles ahead,
executed in the presence of Akan gods, and driven by brotherhood and
hope for that dreamland. Lucidly lyrical and raw, I cannot praise Cane
Warriors enough. 
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   The Summer We Turned Green

Author: William Sutcliffe Format: Paperback  Release Date:
08/07/2021 Year Groups: Key Stage 3

July 2021 Book of the Month Having demonstrated in The Gifted, the
Talented and Me a real comic gift for creating believably awkward
adolescent males, William Sutcliffe does it again with 13-year-old Luke.
His family life has been turned upside down as first his stroppy elder
sister and then his father join the climate rebellion activists ‘across the
road,’ squatting in a house scheduled for demolition in a controversial
airport extension plan. While poking gentle fun at Nimby’s and career
protestors alike, there is an underlying core of real science and justified
outrage about the environmental crisis for the planet in this hugely
enjoyable story. Other serious themes are touched upon in this subtle
and deceptively light-hearted narrative. The role of protest, politics and
the media, the need for tolerance and understanding of different
lifestyles, responsible parenting and the need for us all to stand up for
what really matters. Luke learns a lot about himself and his own
prejudices when he comes up against Sky – a child born into alternative
lifestyles and protest, who yearns for stability and the privilege of
attending school. These are both great characters, frequently displaying
wisdom and courage that their elders lack. Making serious points while
provoking laughter takes real skill and this excellent novel undoubtedly
demonstrates that. Highly recommended.

   The Swallows' Flight

Author: Hilary McKay Format: Hardback  Release Date: 27/05/2021
Year Groups: Key Stage 3

Longlisted for the UKLA Book Award 2022 ages 11-14 Described
as a companion piece, rather than a sequel, to the acclaimed Skylark’s
War, it is nevertheless a real joy to meet some of the original characters
again, but new readers fear not, this book absolutely stands alone. I
think that this author is unsurpassed in character development, with
every wonderfully economic, but beautifully crafted phrase or fragment
of dialogue we are drawn deeper into these young lives. At first
overshadowed by the threat of war and then trying to survive within it
are cousins Ruby Amaryllis and Kate and across the channel and on the
other side of the conflict, best friends Hans and Erik, who bond initially
over saving orphaned fledgling swallows. Indeed swallows become a
motif for hope throughout the book. Another real strength of the writing
is in depicting recognisably real family dynamics and relationships. As
the war tears families apart, we see how the strength of family can also
bring people together. The multiple perspectives (including eventually
Dog, the mistreated scrapyard dog abandoned in the Blitz) build a really
rich and unbiased picture of lives gradually and increasingly impacted
by war. Allowing readers to empathise with the different plights on each
side of the conflict is a real asset for those studying the history of the
period and whilst not skirting over or underplaying any of the true
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horrors of war, the underlying message is  one of hope in the capacity of
humanity to show compassion across all borders and barriers. Sensitive,
perceptive and immensely powerful, this superb novel is a beautifully
polished gem that will leave an indelible impression on the reader.

   The Supreme Lie

Author: Geraldine McCaughrean Format: Paperback  Release Date:
15/04/2021 Year Groups: Key Stage 3

Longlisted for the UKLA Book Award 2022 ages 11-14 | May
2021 Book of the Month  Despite being set in the 1920’s in the
imaginary country of Afalia, this stunning and inventive story, from
twice Carnegie medal winning author McCaughrean, has powerful
messages about the current state of politics, big business and
environmental exploitation in our world and most loudly of all about the
need for reliable and independent news sources. The story is partly
revealed by facsimile newspaper cuttings and it is fascinating to see the
progression from real information to manipulation of popular opinion by
ruthless and deadly corrupt officials. Gloria, a naive 15-year-old maid to
the Suprema, Alfalia’s ruler, is at the heart of the story. As flooding and
disaster threaten to overwhelm the country, the Suprema runs away,
and Gloria is inveigled by the Suprema’s husband into temporarily
impersonating her. As they discover the full extent of the corruption and
misinformation, they face an uphill battle to save lives and stand up for
what is right. Meanwhile a second narrative follows the fate of people in
the neglected North (in another real life parallel) and a dog’s epic quest
to find his boy. The canine conversations are just one of the pleasures
provided in this multi-layered narrative populated by such a vivid cast of
characters and with so many twists and turns keeping the reader
enthralled. Ultimately the novel demonstrates the resilience of man and
nature and the ability of people to do the right thing given half a
chance. This really is vintage McCaughrean and highly recommended.
As our Guest Editor on LoveReading4Kids, Geraldine McCaughrean tells
us more about The Supreme Lie and her other brilliant novels.  
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   The Outlaws Scarlett and Browne

Author: Jonathan Stroud Format: Paperback  Release Date:
01/04/2021 Year Groups: Key Stage 3

Longlisted for the UKLA Book Award 2022 ages 11-14 | April
2021 Book of the Month Bravo to Jonathan Stroud! With its cast of
charismatic characters and extraordinary world-building (think broken
Britain with Wild West vibes), The Outlaws Scarlett and Browne is an
audacious firecracker. And, in even better news for fans of funny,
inventive adventure fiction, this is but the beginning of what’s set to be
an extraordinary series.   “Britain was a land of ruin…the country was
maimed and broken - but full of strange fecundity and strength”. It’s
also brimming with the likes of bears, wolves, flesh-eating spear-birds
and gruesome cannibal creatures, all of which whip-smart, cuss-uttering
Scarlett takes into her swaggering stride. She makes an unforgettable
impression from the off: “A slight slim figure in a battered brown coat,
weighed down with…all the paraphernalia of a girl who walked the
Wilds.” After killing four grown men who’d tried to rob her, Scarlett
struts into a bank and proceeds to hold it up (turns out she needs
money to repay a debt).   On fleeing the scene, Scarlett finds a crashed
bus, all its passengers dead but for a lone boy hiding in the toilet. Enter
Albert Browne, “awkward, skinny and wide-mouthed, like a frightened
skeleton”, and seemingly a piece of powdery chalk to Scarlett’s pungent
cheese. Her scathing sarcasm (and Albert’s obliviousness to it) provides
many a laugh: “You just holler if I get in your way,” she seethes as he
admires a seed pod while she sets about making a fire, cooking a bird
and establishing a camp for them, and all while they’re being pursued.
But, for all his unworldliness, Albert turns out to have hidden talents.
Sensing he might be of use to her after all, Scarlett agrees to help him
accomplish his own mission. Albert wants to reach the Free Isles,
remnants of London that “don’t have any restrictions on who you are or
what you can do. They welcome people who are...different”, unlike the
dictatorial High Council of the Faith Houses, which is “desperate to keep
the old ways going”, and “on the watch for any kind of deviation.”
Trouble is, as their respective pursuers close in, time and space is
running out for our unforgettable outlaws.   What a story, what
characters, and what a wait it will be until the second instalment. I defy
any reader not to fall for Scarlett and Albert, and to become gasp-out-
loud, laugh-out-loud invested in their quest.
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   Tsunami Girl 

Author: Julian Sedgwick  Format: Paperback  Release Date:
04/03/2021 Year Groups: Key Stage 2, Key Stage 3

Longlisted for the UKLA Book Award 2022 ages 11-14  15-year-
old Yūki Hara Jones is only ¼ Japanese, but she has a deep bond with
the country and her beloved grandpa there. Suffering badly from
anxiety she feels she will be helped by a visit to see him. Her grandpa, a
renowned Manga artist, feels she can be helped by rediscovering the
small girl who loved to draw, but just as they are opening her old
albums, the earthquake hits and although she survives he does not.
Trying to recuperate back in England she can still feel there is
unfinished business in Japan and is determined to try to understand it.
Helped by her friend Taka, who has also lost everything in the disaster
and has his own demons to follow, they take their quest illegally back
into the disaster zone. This is an incredibly intense and atmospheric
read- the prose descriptions of the disaster and its aftermath are
breathtakingly powerful. But it is also a story suffused with Japanese
legend and modern-day ghost stories. Manga is an important theme
throughout the book - Yūki’s recovery is bound up with the creation of
her own manga story and manga is so important to the character of her
grandpa and her own love of Japan and so it is entirely appropriate that
manga is used to tell the story. The superb drawings seamlessly reveal
the other worldly and spiritual nature of Yūki and Taka’s story and the
multi-layered whole becomes a truly immersive and compulsive reading
experience that will linger long in a reader’s thoughts. Highly
recommended.

   Poisoned

Author: Jennifer Donnelly Format: Paperback  Release Date:
20/10/2020 Year Groups: Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4

Following the critically acclaimed Stepsister, this is the Carnegie medal
winning authors second ‘ feminist’ fairytale and one that could not be
more pertinent to our times. The heart is a powerful symbol and
princess Sophie has continually been told that she is too weak, too kind-
hearted, too emotional to ever be queen. This is the ‘poison’ which has
been constantly dripped into her ear sapping her confidence and self-
belief. So far, so familiar, but what makes this tale so psychologically
engrossing is that we see the effect of ‘poison’ on the wicked
stepmother too. The author refuses to believe that an all-powerful
queen would really be bothered by the trifling concerns of beauty and
the question to the mirror becomes ‘who will bring about my fall?’
Adelaide is herself the victim of patriarchy and a cruel childhood and it
is the King of Crows, the embodiment of Fear, that speaks to her from
the mirror and manipulates the attacks on Sophie. With the familiar
elements of the fairy tale fleshed out and the alternative 17th century
Germanic setting vividly peopled by creatures both whimsical and
deadly and with marvellous new characters like Will the archer and Arno
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the grave robber to educate Sophie about social justice and to support
her quest to become the true queen to protect her people, this is a
hugely engrossing  and beautifully written tale. Its message that
kindness and love have the power to defeat cruelty and pain empowers
all girls to value their own strength and to let no one’s poisonous words
destroy them. Highly recommended.

   Black and British: A short, essential history

Author: David Olusoga Format: Paperback  Release Date:
01/10/2020 Year Groups: Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4

Longlisted for the UKLA Book Awards 2022 Information Books
3-14 | Winner of Book of the Year, Children's: Illustrated and
Non-Fiction at The British Book Awards | Shortlisted for
Waterstones Book of the Year 2020  Adapted for younger readers
from his seminal adult edition of the same book, David Olusoga’s Black
and British presents an engaging, illuminating and critically needed
account of Black British history. Indeed, this succinct, impactful edition
also serves as an excellent primer for adults.   The introduction frames
the book in the context of contemporary Britain - “Britain’s population is
changing. More of us than ever are members of families that include
people of different skin colours and ethnicities. Black history helps
explain how national history is intertwined with our family histories. It
helps us make sense of the country we are today.” And of course,
contrary to popular perception, Black history has long been entwined
with British history - it is British history.   As the book reveals through
lively, clear text - supplemented by fascinating maps and visuals -
there’s evidence that Africans were part of the Roman army stationed in
Britain as far back as 253AD. And contrary to the typical representation
of Tudor England as being a white entity, several hundred Black Tudors
have been found in historical records. Then, as European trade with
Africa exploded - spearheaded by the Portuguese and Spanish who’d
begun to buy and transport slaves from Africa - Britain wanted in on the
lucrative action, and soon started shipping slaves to their Caribbean
colonies. Come the early Georgian era (1714-1776) an increasing
number of enslaved Africans were brought to Britain to serve wealthy
families, as evidenced by the portraits and newspaper pieces
reproduced in this book.    Also covering the late Georgian era, the
Victorian period, the two World Wars, through to the continuing
Windrush Scandal, Olusoga has done an incredible job of correcting
misconceptions and presenting the truth of Black British history in
engaging, lucid style.
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   The Girl Who Became a Tree

Author: Joseph Coelho Format: Hardback  Release Date: 27/08/2020 
Year Groups: Key Stage 3

Longlisted for the UKLA Book Award 2022 ages 11-14 |
Shortlisted for CILIP Carnegie Medal 2021 Joseph Coehlo is a poet
who has been in the situation of ‘the one to watch’ because he has been
producing lots of wonderful work that has made an impact from picture
books to teen reads.  This is his most ground-breaking and powerful
exploration of poetry as a form and as a story-telling medium to date.
Based on the legend of Daphne – she was a Naiad-nymph who was
loved by the god Apollo who pursued her until she grew exhausted and
called on Gaia for help. She was transformed into a laurel tree which
Apollo then adopted as his sacred plant.  This creates a clever and
intriguing interweaving of the ancient legend with the reaction and
feelings of a girl, also called Daphne, who is coping with the grief caused
by the loss of her father.  She turns to her phone for aid, and her local
library as she tries to sort out the past and find a way to build
connections again. The verse is heart-breaking, powerful, totally
involving, and engrossing to read.  The layers of meaning enlighten the
story in this rich poetic exploration – a tour de force – full of energy and
a rich palette of language.   This is not to disregard the evocative and
powerful illustrations from one of our most innovative and prize-winning
illustrators to add stylish, edgy and thought-provoking illustrations.  The
whole package is an experience that will cause discussion and deep
thought in every reader.

   The Last Paper Crane

Author: Kerry Drewery Format: Paperback  Release Date:
02/04/2020 Year Groups: Key Stage 4

Joint Winner the UKLA Book Awards 2021  This novel moves from
poetry to prose, and back again, as it explores a girl’s relationship with
her Grandfather.  Mizuki can see something is deeply troubling to her
Grandfather Ichiro, but she can’t find its source, except it is somehow
connected with an old book and Ichiro’s need to create origami paper
cranes from it.    Mizuki’s worries are expressed in verse before we jump
back into prose - to the at times brutal description of the day the bomb
fell on Hiroshima and Ichiro’s role in that day and beyond.  The
descriptions of the effects of the bomb are based on effective research
and from survivor’s tales and told in such a way that the reader is
entirely there in the moment and the long days after as Hiro rebuilds a
life for himself. As we return to Japan in 2018 the novel reverts to poetry
to the very modern tale of how Mizuki uses the internet to try to get to
the bottom of the problem facing her elderly grandfather.    The
illustrations in the book help create the many impressions and emotions
aroused by the story – they are based on Japanese brush and ink
techniques and add a further layer to this already impressive book. This
is a harrowing tale but the ultimate redemption in the story leaves one
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with a sense of hope. Highly recommended.

   No Fixed Address

Author: Susin Nielsen Format: Paperback  Release Date: 20/02/2020 
Year Groups: Key Stage 3

Winner of the UKLA Book Awards 2020 Susin Nielsen’s new novel
features unforgettable central characters, and is beautifully written; her
ear for dialogue – young teen to teen, young teen to parent, young teen
to emergency services – pitch perfect.  Despite being a story of
homelessness and poverty, it will leave readers cheered and thoroughly
reassured about the strength and resilience of the human spirit. Twelve-
year old Felix lives with his mother Astrid, only rarely seeing his dad.
Astrid has a flexible attitude to truth and Felix has developed a chart to
measure the lies she tells as they navigate their lives. These range from
‘the invisible lie’, through the ‘no-one gets hurt’ to the biggest, the
‘someone might lose an eye’ lie. As they struggle to cope living in a
(stolen) camper van, Astrid uses her panoply of lies to the full and Felix
reluctantly goes along with it, ready to support his mother even when
it’s really difficult. Nielsen gives him good friends, and a talent for
memorising facts, both of which help to set up a better future for him.
Both painful and funny, this is a book that will have readers alternatively
shouting at its central characters, and cheering them on.

   Toffee

Author: Sarah Crossan Format: Paperback  Release Date:
06/02/2020 Year Groups: Key Stage 4

Shortlisted for the UKLA Book Awards 2020  Another insightful and
compassionate free verse novel from the queen of this increasingly
admired form, this time exploring the transformative relationship
between an abused runaway teenager and an elderly lady with
dementia. Allison has grown up “stepping on eggshells” to circumvent
her father’s violence. While she often wonders whether his behaviour
was “all my fault”, one of his outbursts compels her to run away. With
nowhere to go, she finds sanctuary in the house of an elderly woman
called Marla. Marla has dementia and thinks Allison is Toffee, her best
friend from childhood. After spending some time in Marla’s company,
Allison decides to “stop correcting her… I like the idea of being sweet
and hard, a girl with a name for people to chew on.” Moreover, in
meeting Marla, Allison has found an unlikely kindred spirit: “I am not
who I say I am. Marla isn’t who she thinks she is… Here, in this house, I
am so much happier than I have ever been”. Returning the favour,
Allison enriches Marla’s life – she listens, she indulges Marla’s desire to
dance - while Marla’s carer and son show no real regard for her
happiness, as if she’s beyond life, which makes Allison’s attentiveness
all the more heart warming. Both vulnerable, they find strength through
each other. With incredibly moving insight, Marla says of Allison’s dad,
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“none of it was about you. It was about him. It’s always about him.
Surely you know that.” The writing is compellingly fluid, flowing freely
between Allison’s precarious present and the tragic, abusive
circumstances that sent her careering down this path. While fleeting,
the impact of their time together is monumental, and I felt privileged to
have spent time in their company.

   Deeplight

Author: Frances Hardinge Format: Hardback  Release Date:
01/11/2019 Year Groups: Key Stage 4

November 2019 Book of the Month Reading a new Frances Hardinge
novel is always an adventure into a new, carefully constructed world -
where things are never quite as one might imagine as you begin.  Here
two friends, raised together in poverty and scavenging are leader and
led, counterpoint to each other, one believing in friendship above all,
the other of a very much darker outlook.  They live on one of a series of
islands that form the Myriad, each island with its own long dead gods,
each with its own strange traditions and stories.  The sea surrounding
the islands hides many things within it, wrecks, bones as one may
expect, but also the undersea where danger lurks ready to take any who
venture too far and spit them out utterly changed.   In this world
Hardinge has created a masterpiece of tension, fear and friendship.  A
slow coming to the realisation of the world that they inhabit, and a look
at power and how it can be manipulated for politicians, gods and
evildoers own nefarious ends. It makes your mind race with the
adventure but pulls you up to consider the philosophy behind the
characters motivations.  A truly great read – I think I may have to read it
again now!  

   Rose, Interrupted

Author: Patrice Lawrence Format: Paperback  Release Date:
25/07/2019 Year Groups: Key Stage 3

Rose is a 17-year-old girl who – with her mother and brother, Rudder,
have been expelled from a religious community.  Now she plans to
‘decommission-from the sect’ and has a very adventurous, quite
dangerous plan for doing so.  She’s even got herself a boyfriend who will
help with this plan – perhaps a bit too enthusiastically! Lawrence is a
writer who just goes from strength to strength – this latest novel
building upon all that have gone before, starting from the award winning
‘Orangeboy’.  This explores what happens when two young people are
removed from all they know (a very rule heavy religious sect) and let
loose in modern society.  They have to learn everything that all their
peers take for granted, including how to deal with social media, school,
bullying etc. The reader empathises so strongly with all the characters –
and almost want to shout at the page when they can see a mistake
looming as Rose and Rudder act without any guidance. This is a look at

                             9 / 15



Year 8 (age 12-13)
Created by LoveReading4Schools on https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk

morality, an exploration of how we react to uncertainty, and a lesson in
what life is like for families where one parent has to earn money all the
time to just keep a roof over their heads. Readers will recognise the
hard edges of this modern world but appreciate the compassion
Lawrence shows for her characters.

   Lark

Author: Anthony McGowan Format: Paperback  Release Date:
17/01/2019 Year Groups: Key Stage 3

Winner of the CILIP Carnegie Medal 2020 | Longlisted for the
UKLA Book Awards 2020 | February 2019 Book of the Month | A
Julia Eccleshare Pick of the Month July 2020 | Interest Age Teen
Reading Age 9 Cleverly set within a gripping adventure, Lark is a
deeply touching story of the special bond between brothers. Older
brother Nicky narrates the story of the day he and his younger brother
Kenny set out on a simple day out on the moors. Proposed by their
father as a way of filling time while they wait nervously for their mum to
return from her new life in Canada, it is meant to a fun day out tinged
with a bit of nostalgia as they are retracing a walk that he used to enjoy.
But the simple walk which begins in a light hearted way soon becomes a
deadly dangerous adventure as the weather conditions close in, the
boys get completely lost and Kenny has to show exceptional courage
and intelligence to make sure he can get Kenny home safely. Anthony
McGowan maintains the intensity of the story throughout while also
keeping the writing simple.

   Bone Talk

Author: Candy Gourlay Format: Hardback  Release Date: 02/08/2018
Year Groups: Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4

Shortlisted for the Costa Children's Book Award 2018 This
immersive coming-of-age epic is set in the late nineteenth century,
when an age-old Filipino culture first encounters the brutal
warmongering of white men. Samkad cannot wait to become a man
through undergoing the ‘Cut’ rites of passage observed by his Bontok
tribe (later ignorantly mispronounced by American occupiers as “Bone
Talk”), though he fears losing his best friend Luki as a result, for Luki is
a girl and their relationship will be forbidden, even though they share
the same ambitions - to become a warrior, to fight the Mangili.
Samkad’s absorbing journey to manhood is intensified when a white
stranger arrives in his village claiming to be his brother, a stranger who
tells tales of a people called Americans. Then, when the Americans
arrive, bringing war and destruction to the Bontok’s remote mountains,
nothing will be the same again. Not for Samkad, nor for his family and
culture. By turns universal and unique, historically enlightening and
emotionally powerful, this relatable, resonant coming-of-age adventure
boasts an abundance of heart, atmosphere and action. 
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   Everything All at Once

Author: Steven Camden Format: Paperback  Release Date:
12/07/2018 Year Groups: Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4

Longlisted for the UKLA Book Awards 2020 | Winner of the
CLiPPA 2019 | One of our 2018 Books of the Year These poignant,
punch-packing poems explore the varied emotional lives of secondary
school pupils facing the giddy transition from being “the biggest to the
smallest...in the secondary school jungle” like “gazelles in a field full of
lions”. Complex tangles of feelings are laid bare with heart-rending
authenticity, from the headiness of he-said-she-said gossip, to the
bewildering “who the hell do you sit with?” loneliness that strikes when
your best friend’s off school (Thanks a lot,
Belinda).                                                           Vending Machine is an
incredible piece of writing, encapsulating the anguish and anger of
betrayal, of having your heart trampled on, and then the bliss of
recovery when your heart feels “a little lighter”. Another personal
favourite is the sublime Dear Mum, BTEC about a student “drawing
different plans” after realising they are ill-suited to exams - plans they
hope will make Mum proud. There are jubilant themes too, such as the
breathless, time-stopping “WHAM!” of instant attraction, the jangling joy
of being at the bottom of a celebratory pile-on after you’ve scored, and
the magic of those inspirational, unforgettable teachers who take time
to share a book they think you “should try”. A chorus of entertaining,
emotionally-charged insights and observations sing and dance through
these tender, playful pages, with each short verse alive with
empathetic, true-to-life experiences.  

   Norse Myths

Author: Kevin Crossley-Holland Format: Hardback  Release Date:
02/11/2017 Year Groups: Key Stage 3

UKLA Longlist Book Awards - 2019 Francesca Simon, Guest Editor
February 2021:   "I adore Norse mythology and this superb book with its
eerie illustrations by Jeffrey Alan Love bring these myths to life in all
their enthralling wildness and humour and power. A fantastic
introduction to these brilliant stories." ...........................................
Ancient magic abounds, great gods and goddesses grimace, and
timeless truths teem in this enthralling reimagining of Norse mythology.
In his foreword, Carnegie Medal-winning author Kevin Crossley-Holland
explains that “Norse myths are brilliant, fast-moving, ice-bright stories”,
and the tales contained herein certainly live up to that description.
Beginning with an excellent illustrated overview of the gods and
goddesses, dwarfs and giants, and a diagram of the Norse world itself,
each dramatic retelling is prefaced by a pithy line summarising the
wisdom it bears, with such gems as “Fair words often conceal weaselly
thinking”, and “Be generous, be spirited, and you’ll lead a happy life”
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among them. The stories themselves will enchant the mind and quicken
the pulse. One-eyed Odin, trickster Loki, and many more are brought to
life with shard-sharp verve. The writing is crisp and lively, and the
illustrations sublime: foreboding, cleverly scaled and incisively
expressive. As well as providing exhilarating entertainment when curled
up in a favourite armchair, this is also ideal for reading aloud. These
tales, after all, were created to be told, and this collection is destined to
become a classic.

   The Bone Sparrow

Author: Zana Fraillon Format: Paperback  Release Date: 12/01/2017 
Year Groups: Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4

Longlisted for the UKLA 2018 Book Award | Shortlisted for the
CILIP Carnegie Medal 2017 and awarded the Amnesty CILIP
Honour | Shortlisted for the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize
2016.  A heartfelt, harrowing insight into life as a Rohingya refugee in
an Australian detention centre, told through the unforgettable voice of
an unforgettable boy. Subhi is one of the Limbo kids in a permanent
Australian detention centre, the first to be born in the camp after his
Maá and big sister Queeny fled violent persecution in Burma. While he’s
only experienced life within the cruel confines of the camp, Subhi’s rich
imagination has conjured a magical, solace-giving world in which the
Night Sea from his Maá’s tales brings him treasures from his dad.
Stories are Subhi’s lifeline. He needs them “to make my memories” and
imagines a blanket of stories, a “gigantic blanket big enough to warm
everyone”. A new story treasure transforms Subhi’s world in the form of
Jimmie, a local girl who finds her way into the camp. She too knows
heartache. She’s lost her mum, who used to tell her special tales and
gave her a bone sparrow necklace that “carried the souls of all her
family”. When Jimmie enters Subhi’s life, he wonders if she’s his
guardian angel, though he hadn't expected an angel to have more holes
in her clothes than him. And, on meeting Subhi, Jimmie realises that
she’s “never had a friend she wanted to share everything with before”,
and so she shares her mum’s stories with him, stories he reads to her
since she’s unable to read them herself. Subhi's unique voice will weave
its way into your heart and under your skin. His descriptions of life in the
centre are hauntingly evocative. You feel, for example, the heat of days
that get his “skin creeping” and make everything “jangly and loud and
scratchy”. Through Subhi, readers experience how it might feel to have
no home or voice, and how friendship can lighten the darkest of
circumstances. One hopes, as Subhi’s Maá says, that “someday they
see we belong.” Both elegant and raw, this is an important and timely
novel that bears witness to the risks people take to make their voice
heard, and to the resilience of the human spirit.  
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   The Smell of Other People's Houses

Author: Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock Format: Paperback  Release Date:
07/04/2016 Year Groups: Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4

Shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal 2017 | Shortlisted for
the UKLA 2017 Book Award | Longlisted for the Guardian
Children's Fiction Prize 2016  Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock's extraordinary,
stunning debut is both moving, and deeply authentic. These intertwining
stories of love, tragedy, wild luck, and salvation on the edge of
America's Last Frontier introduce a writer of rare and wonderful talent.  

   Salt to the Sea

Author: Ruta Sepetys Format: Paperback  Release Date: 04/02/2016 
Year Groups: Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4

Winner of the CILIP Carnegie Medal 2017 | Longlisted for the
UKLA 2017 Book Award   It's early 1945 and a group of people trek
across Germany, bound together by their desperation to reach the ship
that can take them away from the war-ravaged land. This inspirational
novel is based on a true story from the Second World War. On winning
the CILIP Carnegie Medal Ruta Sepetys commented: “As a writer, I am
drawn to underrepresented stories and history in hiding. I spend a lot of
time pondering the question – why do some parts of history penetrate
our collective consciousness while others remain hidden? When I began
work on the novel years ago, I had no way of knowing that when it was
published, we would be amidst a refugee crisis. Then and now, my
thoughts return to the children.” She added: “History allows us to
examine decisions. Yes, history can be full of sadness and pain but it
also shines light on hope, freedom, courage and the miraculous nature
of the human spirit. History divided us, but through reading we are
united in study and remembrance. That is the power of books.”  
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   I Am Malala

Author: Malala Yousafzai, Patricia McCormick Format: Paperback 
Release Date: 01/09/2015 Year Groups: Key Stage 3

The amazing story of Malala’s courage and her fight for the education of
girls is well known. Here, in her own voice, she tells of her journey from
her early days as a clever school girl to her exceptional life as an
international speaker on the rights of girls to get an education. Growing
up in a village in the Swat valley in Pakistan Malala and her friends
faced persecution from Islamic fundamentalists who believed women
should not be educated. In 2012, Malala and her two school friends were
targeted and shot when travelling home from school one day.
Fortunately, Malala and her friends survived. From that day on, Malala
campaigned for the rights of all girls to get an education. Hearing her
tell her story is inspirational.

   Bog Child

Author: Siobhan Dowd Format: Paperback  Release Date:
05/02/2009 Year Groups: Key Stage 3

  Winner of Carnegie Award 2009 and the Bisto Irish Children's Book
Award 2009 and shortlisted for the . New and challenging book full of
mystery and shadows from recently deceased author Siobhan Dowd.
Both terrifying and fascinating from the start, Bog Child is a must-read
for 2009. The plot follows Fergus a boy who finds the body of a child,
and it looks like she's been murdered. All of a sudden a little voice is
coming to him in his dreams, and Fergus must cope with getting caught
up in further troubles around his home of Northern Ireland.   What the
Carnegie Award judges said: 'This is a beautifully written and controlled
novel, strong on dialogue but with some beautiful descriptive phrases as
well. The dual narrative is deftly done and Dowd is very good on family
relationships and the atmosphere of the times. The ending is satisfying,
and the whole believable and unflinching.' From Siobhan Dowd: 'The
protagonists in my stories aren’t human rights heroes in the
conventional sense. They are ordinary people living in England and
Ireland who find extraordinary ways to overcome the difficulties in their
lives and for me that’s the essence of any good story: it’s where the
ordinary meets the extraordinary.'   From David Fickling, the author's
publisher: 'In 2007 Siobhan Dowd was voted one of the twenty-five
British writers for the future (only three were children’s writers). Siobhan
is still very much a writer for the future.  Everybody should read her.'  
Siobhan sadly only wrote 4 books in total before her tragic death from
cancer in 2007. They are Solace of the Road, Bog Child, A Swift Pure Cry
and The London Eye Mystery but her memory lives on in a Trust that
has been set up in her name as well as through her writing.   Every
penny of royalties from Siobhan's book sales go to the trust that has
been set up in her memory - www.siobhandowdtrust.org          
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   Mortal Engines: Predator Cities 1

Author: Philip Reeve Format: Paperback  Release Date: 07/06/2012
Year Groups: Key Stage 3

A stunning blend of past and future technologies, Mortal Engines sets
the scene for a stunning quartet of action-packed novels set in a richly
inventive world in which wheeled cities hunt each other across the dried
up sea bed. Big cities gobble up smaller ones and London rules above
them all. Tom Natsworthy, a third class apprentice in the Guild of
Historians, has the adventure of his life after he sets out to try to find
out what has happened to his parents. With a cast of inventive
characters including Shrike, Anna Fang and Stalker, a deadly robot killer
with a human brain, and cities whose imaginary and multi-layered
architecture dazzles, this is a creation on a vast and imaginary scale.
Chosen by our Guest Editor June 2020, Martin Brown;  The first in the
series about a bleak future where monstrous mobile cities roam the
wasteland. This is ripping yarn and wild imagination at it’s best.

   Midwinterblood

Author: Marcus Sedgwick Format: Paperback  Release Date:
03/05/2012 Year Groups: Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4

Shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal 2013 Prize-winning
Marcus Sedgwick's gift for powerful storytelling is at its very best in this
emotionally charged, no holds barred novel. When journalist Eric Seven
arrives on Blessed Island with a mission to uncover a mystery he is
immediately captivated by its breathtaking beauty. And by the beauty
of Merle. Why does Eric feel he's met her before? And what are the
secrets the islanders are keeping from him? Eric's story leads easily into
stories set at other times on this idyllic place which hides a dark and
bloody heart. Unfolding the cleverly crafted and interwoven layers to
their dramatic conclusion is a spell binding delight.   
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