
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 
Autumn 1 Knowledge Organiser – Year 7 

 

Michael Morpurgo 

 

Michael Morpurgo is a British author, poet and 

playwright. He was born on the 5 October 

1943. He is best known for his children's 

novels, including the acclaimed "War 

Horse" (1982). 

Over his career, he has written more than 150 

books and has received numerous awards, 

including the Smarties Prize and the Whitbread 

Award. 

 Morpurgo also served as the Children's 

Laureate, highlighting his significant 

contribution to children's literature.  

If you enjoyed Private Peaceful by Michael 

Morpurgo, you could check out War Horse, 

Born to Run and Friend or Foe by the same 

author. 

Context 

The novel is set during World War One (1914 – 

1918). The Peaceful brothers grow up in Iddesleigh 

(a rural village in Devon) but later, Charlie and 

Tommo are enlisted to fight in the war.  Together, 

they are trained for trench warfare and serve in 

Flanders and Etaples. 

Over 290 British soldiers were executed for 

cowardice and desertion during the war. These men 

endured extremely stressful conditions and likely 

had developed what we would now call PTSD (Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder). Still, these men were 

given a short trial by court- martial (if at all) before 

being executed by a firing squad likely made up of 

their fellow soldiers.     

Key Vocabulary 



                      

                                                                                                                  


