
Supporting Learning 
Workshop 1

Reading Skills in KS2

Fluency



Aims

To share curriculum expectations for Year 5 and Year 6

To share how reading is taught and encouraged at school

To give you strategies to help when reading at home with your child

For more info:
Ryecroft C.E. Middle School 

Website – English Pages

For more info:
Ryecroft C.E. Middle School Newsletter

https://www.freepik.com/?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=promo-slide&utm_term=slidesgo&utm_content=freepik


Most of us read without even thinking about it. It’s a skill 

we take for granted, yet one that is essential for being 

able to get on in life. As a child grows up, being able to 

read well not only enables them to discover new facts and 

to learn at school, but also opens them up to a world of 

new ideas, stories and opportunities.





National Curriculum 
Expectations

By the time children reach year 5, they should 
already be familiar with a wide range of text 
types, including fiction, non-fiction, plays, 
poetry and reference books.

Throughout year 5 and year 6, children will 
continue to develop comprehension skills 
which will ensure that they fully understand the 
text they’re reading.

It is important to remember that not all 
children learn at the same speed. Some 
children may find certain areas of 
comprehension trickier than others.

The most important aspect to develop is an 
enjoyment of reading.

By the time they leave year 6, children are 
expected to:

❑ increase their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including myths, 
legends and fiction from 
our literacy heritage;

❑ recommend books to their peers;

❑ identify themes across a wide range of 
texts;

❑ make comparisons within and across 
books;

❑ understand and explain the meaning of 
words in context;

❑ draw inferences from a text and justify 
these with evidence;

❑ summarise the main ideas from more 
than one paragraph

❑ use stated or implied details to make 
predictions about what may happen next; 

❑ retrieve, record and present information 
from a non-fiction text;

❑ distinguish between statements of fact 
and opinion; 

❑ discuss and evaluate the author’s choice 
of language; 

❑ provide reasoned justifications for their 
views.



SATS PAPER 2023

Let’s take a look at the 

SATs paper from last year.

Any reading domain can 

be tested but the bulk of 

the questions focussed on 

vocabulary and inference.



How can you help at home?

Talking about word meanings is 

important – what does the word 

mean? Does it have a range of 

definitions? Does the meaning 

differ based on context?



SATS PAPER 2023

I had to restrain my laughter 
when he fell over that chair!

The coach had to restrain the 
football team captain to keep a 

fight from breaking out.



SATS PAPER 2023

Synonym Sort

ANGRY

irate   mad  exasperated

irritated  annoyed  furious



SATS PAPER 2023



SATS PAPER 2023



All pupils are given a ZPD range 
(colours).

Our library books are banded to 
ensure pupils find reading content 

within an appropriate level of 
challenge.

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder



Barriers to Reading

FLUENCY

Reading is slow and labored 
reading; frequent stopping at 
unknown words

Reading lacks expression

Inefficient decoding and word 
recognition in places

Poor comprehension 



How can I support my 

child to boost their 

fluency?



Read With Me

The adult reads the first page 
with expression, taking 
account of punctuation.



Read With Me

The adult and child read the 
second page – the adult 
doesn’t ‘slow down’, they 
model appropriate pacing 
and expression.



Word Tracking

Use your finger under the 
words if needed to keep the 
place.



Repeated Reading

Sometimes, reading it once is 
not enough.





Build Up A Reading Routine

Set aside between 10-30 
minutes a day to read with 
your child. 

Keep reading to and with your 
child even once they are 
confident, fluent readers. 

https://www.explorelearning.co.uk/free-resources/bringing-more-joy-to-reading-at-home/


Library Visits

Consider joining your local library and visiting 
regularly – weekly or fortnightly.



Audio Books

SoundCloud
Spotify
Audible
Get Epic

BorrowBox – available for free with your library 
membership. Check with your library.



Follow their passions - encourage them to read books that reflect their 

interests and hobbies 

Hook them into a series- reading the first book of a series with your child 

will often lead to them independently wanting to read more and learn more 

about these characters and the plot of these books.

Make reading social – set up a family/friend book club (complete with 

snacks and games) can be a fantastic way to encourage children to get 

involved in books and reading.

Read and Relax Sessions – next half term


