Ryecroft C.E. Middle School
KS3: English Long- Term Plan
	Calendar
	Topic
	Assessment
	Sequencing and Coherence
Knowledge - Themes 
	Vocabulary

	Y7 Spring Term
	The Power of Nature
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Spotlight Text: The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Selected excerpts from travel writers including documentaries

Poetry – selected Romantic poems  e.g., I Wondered Lonely As A Cloud by William Wordsworth and selected poems by Mary Oliver

Pupils read a literary heritage text written in 1911, a selection of Romantic poems (1798-1837) and contemporary poetry that draws upon elements of the sublime. They also explore the work of prominent travel writers including those produced for television.





	Reading- Accelerated Reader Star in February. Regular use of reading skills grids to inform teaching.

Writing - Pupils are now writing with more independence. Measure progress against writing skills grids and use these to inform teaching.

All lessons follow our agreed structure:
Recall
Receive
Respond.

Weekly homework tasks – each week, pupils must read for up to 90 minutes outside of school and log their reads using TrackMyRead/ reading diary. 

Teachers must complete a fortnightly reading ‘check-in’ to monitor progress against this goal and utilise our Reading Riches scheme/intervene as appropriate.
 
Pupils also complete an additional homework task designed to either consolidate key skills or support pre-learning. These tasks are carefully selected and may focus on vocabulary and spelling, reading comprehension, writing, or grammar and punctuation.

	Literary themes:
Healing and transformation
Power of nature
Forbidden knowledge
Isolation and loneliness
Self-Discovery and personal growth
Neglect/decay and corruption
The sublime

Disciplinary Knowledge: 
The concept of the sublime in literature, particularly focusing on how Romantic writers use nature to invoke awe, beauty, and terror. This builds on the emotional depth explored in the Autumn Term (war and morality), but now shifts to a focus on nature’s ability to evoke emotional and philosophical reflection.

Discuss how landscapes in Romantic poetry (e.g., I Wondered Lonely as a Cloud) are not just physical settings but metaphors for internal emotional states. Compare this with the emotional landscapes in war literature, such as the battlefield in Private Peaceful or Code Name Verity, where environments also mirror characters’ inner turmoil.

Analyse how characters in The Secret Garden (e.g., Mary, Colin, Dickon) transform through their relationship with nature and the people around them. Focus on how Burnett uses dialogue and voice to highlight the social and emotional background of characters, similar to the emotional depth created in Private Peaceful through Tommo’s internal dialogue.

Identification and reflection on key symbols and motifs in narrative and poetry.

Technique and style in Romantic poetry builds on their understanding of emotive language from the Autumn Term, allowing them to analyze the emotional impact of language in both prose and poetry.

Analysis of how dialogue reveals character traits and how Burnett uses voice to show the social background and attitudes of the characters.

Explore the conventions and structure of travel writing. Explore how nature is described vividly and personal reflections and opinions are offered.




	Tier 2 Vocabulary  Sample
Awe
Affliction
Astonishment
Ecstacy
Fragility
Frailty
Grief
Indignance
Inward
Introspection
Isolation
Justice
Landscape
Melancholia
Metamorphosis
Morality
Rebirth
Reflection
Repentance
Rejuvenation
Sacredness
Solitude
Spirtuality
Transformation
Turbulence
Vividness
Wonder
	Tier 3 Vocabulary
Sample

Afield
Alkaline
Bramble
Celestial
Cottage
Dales
Dwelling
Gnarled
Inward eye
Moors
Herbaceous
Jocund
Labyrinth
Parterre
Primroses
Repose
Seclusion
Sodden
Solitude
Sublime
 

	Structured Oracy
Voice 21 Focus: Exploring ideas, describing settings, expressing imaginative responses
Tableau and Thought-Tracking - Freeze-frame scenes from The Secret Garden, with students stepping out to voice their character’s inner thoughts.
Focus: Empathy, inference, voice modulation.
Role-Play - Letter Reading & Reaction
Group Presentation -  “How does nature transform people in literature and life?”
Each group member presents a different aspect.
Poetry Recital with commentary - students perform Daffodils followed by a short oral reflection on its meaning and mood.
Encourage the use of pace, pitch, pause, and emphasis.

	Reading For Pleasure
Library visits 1 per fortnight (15 – 20 minutes) in tutor time.
Book tasting session 1 per half term.
World Book Day

	Fiction Writing Opportunities
Narrative (missing chapter/original piece with choice around structure, themes and mood, deeper opportunities for characterisation and writing in voice) 

Character-focused letters/ dialogue/ or a scene

Opportunities for ‘free writing’ to promote pupil choice 
	Non-Fiction Writing Opportunities
Double-page spread on a chosen location to inform travel writing

Article/review in a travel journal or travel writing piece

Opportunities for ‘free writing’ to promote pupil choice
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