
 

 

 
If you enjoyed reading short stories from The 

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, try Dracula by Bram 
Stoker, The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell, The 
London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd and Murder 

Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens. 
 

 

 
 
Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle (1859-1930) was a British 
writer and physician, best known for creating Sherlock 
Holmes, one of literature’s most enduring detectives. His 
works include four Holmes novels and 56 short stories, 
as well as historical fiction, plays, poetry, and the 
Professor Challenger series. Knighted in 1902 for his Boer 
War service, he also championed spiritualism, 
investigated miscarriages of justice, and wrote influential 
non-fiction. His creations shaped modern detective 
fiction and remain widely adapted. 
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During the 19th century, London experienced unprecedented growth, 

becoming the largest city in the world by the 1820s and a global hub for 

finance, trade, and politics. Its population surged from just over 1 million 

in 1801 to more than 5.5 million by 1891, with Greater London reaching 

over 6 million by 1897. This rapid expansion led to overcrowded slums, 

particularly in the East End, where poor sanitation and dense housing 

created harsh living conditions  

 

Victorian society had a clear class hierarchy. While the middle and upper 

classes enjoyed wealth and comfort, the working class faced long hours, 

low wages, and poor living conditions. Public health crises, such as 

cholera outbreaks, were common. 

 

The era also saw the establishment of the Metropolitan Police in 1829, 

which professionalized law enforcement and helped maintain order in 

the rapidly growing city.  

 

 



 


