Ryecroft C.E. Middle School
KS3: English Long Term Plan
	Calendar
	Topic
Mysteries Unveiled
	Assessment and Homework Tasks
	Sequencing and Coherence
Knowledge - Themes 
	Vocabulary

	Y8 Autumn Term
	Mysteries Unveiled
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Spotlight Text: Selected stories from The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1887 – 1927)
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Spotlight Text: The Case of the Missing Marquess by Nancy Springer

Supplementary Texts:
The ABC Murders by Agatha Christie (excerpt)

‘London’ by William Blake (1794) versus
‘Upon Westminster Bridge’ by William Wordsworth (1802)

 


Pupils read and compare combination of classic and contemporary detective fiction. They revisit Romantic poetry to build a sense of ‘London’, which forms the setting for the detective narratives. 


	Reading- Accelerated Reader Star in September and December. GPS check baseline in September and in January.

Writing - Pupils are heavily scaffolded for writing until December – cold write at the beginning and end of each half term to measure skills against the grid and inform teaching.

All lesson follow our agreed structure:
Recall
Receive
Respond.

Weekly homework tasks – each week, pupils must read for up to 90 minutes outside of school and log their reads using TrackMyRead. 

Pupils also complete an additional homework task designed to either consolidate key skills or support pre-learning. These tasks are carefully selected and may focus on vocabulary and spelling, reading comprehension, writing, or grammar and punctuation. 

Teachers must complete a weekly reading ‘check in’ to monitor progress against this goal and utilise our Reading Riches scheme or intervene as appropriate. 






	Literary themes:
The rise of science and innovation
Class and society including meritocracy
Gender and empowerment
Dualism in characters
Rationalism vs the emotional/supernatural
Justice and morality
The power of observation


Disciplinary Knowledge: 
Understand the evolution of the detective novel, focusing on its rise during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Explore how detective fiction transitioned from serial publications to full-length novels, with a specific focus on The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes and its influence on the genre.

Discuss the social, political, and technological changes in the period, such as the rise of forensic science and detective work, and how these were reflected in detective literature. Explore the historical context, including the formation of the police, crime and punishment in the late 19th and early 20th century. Explore how these societal changes influenced detective fiction.

Examine the role of Watson as the intermediary in the Sherlock Holmes stories. How does Watson’s narration influence the reader's understanding of Holmes and the mysteries he solves? 

Explore and identify the detective genre’s formulaic conventions and stereotypes, such as the “brilliant detective” and the “loyal companion.” Compare this across both spotlight texts.
.

Look at how gender, class, and society are depicted in detective fiction, particularly in relation to Irene Adler’s role as a strong female character in a male-dominated genre. Discuss the societal implications of how women were depicted in this era and how Adler challenges these stereotypes.

Make comparisons within and across texts including characters, writer choices and social attitudes. Consider canonical texts within English literature and evaluate where our spotlight texts fit.
Through close, critical reading, compare how language and imagery are used to present the city of London.
To examine the purpose for poetry. For example, reflection or social critique.
Real Experience: Escape room
Cross Curriculum Trip: Justice Museum


	Tier 2 Vocabulary  SampleClarity
 Deduction 
Duality
Elusive
Fallible 
Formulaic
Illogical 
Infallible    
Intuition      Logical               Method               Meticulous
Observation          Prediction 
Prejudice          Perplexed                      Plausible  Reason                Rationality                       Superstitious      
	Tier 3 
Vocabulary
Sample
Alibi
Amnesia
Benevolent
Circumstance
Conjecture
Counterfeit
Cryptic
Cypher
Disseminate
Forensics
Incognito
Ostler
Perpetrator
Quatrain
Red Herring 
Sonnet
Subterfuge
Stereotyping 
Tincture 
Verdict

	Structured Oracy
Voice 21 Focus: reasoning together, justifying opinions,  challenging, speaking fluently and expressively

Activity: Formal Debate -  Breaking the law is acceptable if it leads to justice/Rules are more important than justice./Doing the right thing matters more than following the rules. 
The debate is structured in small groups with a chairperson, students have agreed roles with speeches performed to small groups, question and answer rounds and voting.

Hot-Seating: Role Play as Sherlock Holmes or Irene Adler
Structured Group Discussion -  The Dual Nature of Holmes
Activity: Small Group Structured Discussion


	Develop Personal Literary Preferences
Library visits 1 per fortnight (15 – 20 minutes) in tutor time.
Book tasting session 1 per half term.


	Fiction Writing Opportunities

Story opening and/or ending incorporating atmospheric setting description and dialogue.

Free writing piece - Write a detective story in the style of Sherlock Holmes or The Case of the Missing Marquess. Focus on creating an intriguing mystery, complete with clues, red herrings, and a dramatic reveal. Incorporate elements of suspense, misdirection, and clever deduction.


	Non-Fiction Writing Opportunities

Baseline – The Talent Show (review)

Scientific style report linked to contextual knowledge.

Essay/argument piece (PQA)- What kind of character is Irene Adler? How does the presentation of Sherlock in this text compare to the original text?

Persuasive speech  linked to debate.
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