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Spotlight Text: The Tempest by William Shakespeare

 Pupils read and act out The Tempest by William Shakespeare and modernised versions of the text to promote understanding. Pupils watch video clips of the Royal Shakespeare Company performing the play.

A Shakespeare Story: The Tempest by Andrew Matthews

	Reading- Accelerated Reader Star in February. Regular use of reading skills grids to inform teaching.
Optional SATs paper practice for KS3 in March/April to support transition testing preparation.

Writing - Pupils are now writing with more independence. Measure progress against writing skills grids and use these to inform teaching.

All lessons follow our Recall, Receive and Respond structure.

Weekly homework tasks – each week, pupils must read for up to 90 minutes outside of school and log their reads using TrackMyRead/ reading diary. Teachers must complete a fortnightly reading ‘check-in’ to monitor progress against this goal and utilise our Reading Riches scheme/intervene as appropriate. 

Pupils also complete an additional homework task designed to either consolidate key skills or support pre-learning. 

These tasks are carefully selected and may focus on vocabulary and spelling, reading comprehension, writing, or grammar and punctuation.
	Literary themes:
Power and control
Revenge and forgiveness
Preconceptions and prejudice
Nature vs nurture
Illusion vs reality
Colonialism and the other
Freedom and confinement
Justice and morality
Magic and the supernatural

Disciplinary Knowledge: 
Understand Shakespeare’s place in the English literary canon and his enduring influence on drama and literature. Explore how his works, especially The Tempest, are foundational for later literary study, and how The Tempest continues to inform and resonate in various cultural and historical contexts.

Examine how the context of Shakespeare’s time, such as beliefs in magic and the divine right of kings, shaped both the content and themes of The Tempest.

Investigate structural elements of drama—exposition, rising action, climax, and resolution. Explore a range of literary devices.

Real Experience: TAHS Drama Workshop

	Tier 2 Vocabulary  Sample
Atonement
Base
Betrayal
Catalyst
Clemency
Comedic
Conscience
Deceive
Discord
Dissonance
Enchanted
Exile
Fortune
Heir
Hierarchy
Imprisoned
Kingship
Lament
Revenge
Scorn
Slavery
Sovereign
Supernatural
Tempest
Tragedy
Tyranny

	Tier 3 Vocabulary
Sample

Allegory
Arcana
Colonialism
Elizabethan
Jacobean
Firebrand
Hubris
Iambic Pentameter
Incantation Reconcile
Soliloquy
Usurpation

Original language from the text alongside translation



	Structured Oracy
Voice 21 Focus: improvisation, structured group discussion, clear articulation and confidence in performing
Drama - Tableau, thought tracking and hot seating of characters
Performance of key scenes/speech
Debate – Express opinions on the relationship between Prospero and Miranda or explore whether Prospero is ‘a  good father’

	Develop Personal Literary Preferences

Library visits 1 per fortnight (15 – 20 minutes) in tutor time.
Book tasting session 1 per half term.
World Book Day.

	Fiction Writing Opportunities

Rewrite a scene from The Tempest but set it in a modern-day context or a different genre (e.g., sci-fi, fantasy, or dystopian).

Write a soliloquy or monologue from the perspective of a character in The Tempest (e.g., Ariel, Caliban, or Miranda). Focus on expressing their emotions, motivations, and perspectives on key themes such as power, revenge, or illusion vs. reality.

Opportunities for ‘free writing’ to promote pupil choice

	Non-Fiction Writing Opportunities

Essay piece – Is Prospero a good father?/ Explore the relationship between Prospero and Miranda

Double page spread – William Shakespeare and the canon

Opportunities for ‘free writing’ to promote pupil choice
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