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Accelerated Reader Launch 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

We are currently launching Accelerated Reader across our school. This is a computer program that nurtures 

independent reading in pupils and supports teaching staff to monitor pupils’ reading development. 

Each pupil will be issued with their own username and password to access AR. These details will enable them to 

access the program at home or at school throughout the academic year. 

At the beginning of each term, pupils will undertake a short online assessment at school which will identify their Zone 

of Proximal Development or ZPD (the readability range within which pupils receive appropriate challenge while 

avoiding frustration). The assessment will also determine a reading age which be shared with parents as part of our 

usual reporting processes. Please note that in school, we do not share reading ages with pupils and we tell them 

that they do not need to tell any other pupil their ZPD range unless they choose to do so. 

After each assessment, pupils will visit our school library regularly during lunch time and form time to select a book 

that falls within their ZPD range (all library books are catalogued and colour banded to support them to complete this 

task).They should bring their chosen book to classes and form time as they will be given opportunities to read 

independently throughout the school day. 

When pupils finish their ZPD book, they should take the relevant AR Reading Practice Quiz to assess their 

understanding of what they have read. Pupils should do this within 48 hours of completing the book. The quiz can be 

undertaken at home or at school but it is important to remember that this should be done without access to the book.  

AR Reading Practice Quizzes are an important part of the program as they enable us to monitor pupil engagement and 

reward them for their commitment and efforts. 

As we want to encourage our pupils to follow their own interests, we do not discourage them from reading books that 

fall outside their ZPD range. Therefore, we recommend that pupils have up to two reading books with them at school 

but we ask that at least one of these is at the appropriate ZPD. 

All of our English teachers will be guiding pupils through each step in the process so please contact them for support 

and direction if required. 

For information, the following website can also be used at home to determine the ZPD range of a book:    

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/default.aspx 

A guide for parents is available at:                                                                                             
https://www.renaissance.com/2016/09/09/parents-guide-renaissance-accelerated-reader-360/ 

Finally, we would like to ask for your assistance in ensuring that your child reads regularly at home for 2 hours – 2 ½ 

hours per week (at least 4 x 30mins) as this will help them to achieve a faster than average rate of progress. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ms. F. Simon 

Head of English and KS2 Lead 

Headteacher:  Mrs A Grattage 

Telephone: 01889 590394 

E-mail: office@ryecroft.staffs.sch.uk 

Website: www.ryecroft.staffs.sch.uk 
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